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entol U colored schools—went around telling all the Black eighth-
graders bow Uhis new Presdom of Chosos program worked, She ex-
Plainad that the books wens betler over Lhene, and thens werna lab
opportuntities s bigher-lened erath. M Boyd was oking for stu-
lemts wih oould withstand the challenges of bringing down a wall.

Theree girls and ane boy enlsted o wihat really was g owar. And it
wand unrelenting: Thedieve U boy lellalter one sesmester, Of the girs,
Jocqueline and Patricia wen: both B4, 1 hael just turmed 130 We had 1o
chee aboul whal wewould come up against, bul lam cerlain Ut we
wine in our right place, doirg whsl Goel wanted s oo,

Twent to my new sclool an Ut et day in 1965 with one of the
other girls and ber father. He dropped us all in Iront of Simithfeld
High. He dadn't even wiadk us through the Iront dooe. To tuis day, oy
mother is apologizing [or that, wihen really she Buad oo wany of koow-
ing whal would occur. That dany we
taced 500 jearing, spalting Whits so-
dents calling us niggers, & sherill with
@ shotgun, and a principal who was
Lthe consummate redmneck, Heading
dirwn that loayg hallbsssy on that terrily-
ing irst morning, [ eoacentrabed on
moving oy leel. T was cleaner than
chean, [had on a madnes plasd hiouse
and skirt, navy socks and penny
Josalers, and ey hadr was done up like
Diana Sandss—pully bangs and & peages
by, For a briefcase, | carried an ald
medical bag. ['was out b proee thal
ol crnhy was Tsmarier Chan st of the
While students, bl | alio was nol un-
kempl. | didn't stink like an animal.
These wene the |bes they told alout us.

And therewene olher indifnities. Stripoing down
in @ lockeer room siall o gt dnsgeed for gym oruzdiy,
in my gui T bagan io feel very uncormloriakble, 1L

“Twas out 1o

prove that I was

U day Martin Luther King, [r., wes assassinaled. Thens were aboutl
13 Black students at the schoal by then, and we made a decigion Lo
Therve @ silent praver vigl an the ook steps e next day. We were
Urreatened with expulgion by the principal, et allof us shomeaed up
o the vigh] ampwiy, When il was over, Twent back io-class and some-
ety snid, *Your king is dead,” and somehody else said, “Your
Ixpriend is dead.” And they lmughed. Something in me just ook
ewvesr. T stowoe] ugs i theal class and gave rery owr little lesson, [ lalked
ard talked and talked about D King and the hxtory of Back people
in this country. And Mr, Floyd, the White history (escher, et me.
Pven if thesy diic not wanl o, Those kicds hetened.

1 bl vt wisiibeoed Ty s s Uhesd morming?, ey the spiritol my
Big Marma, my greal greal-grandmother who was 12 when slavery
ercled. T hane alwang been strenghened by the Gth thet hes sustammed
rywihole farnaby. [ees beoughl up Bap-
Lt sl foor 16 years T irained inclastical
erusic and played and sang at the Firs
Missiorsary Baptist Church in Semith-
ek, Talsodirected a gespe] chodr in ook
lege and plaved planoat & Mack Baplist
Charch whide i law ahool al Yale. God
i al Uhee comber of everything Lo, amd 1
beliewve that God Himdel! chose my
wordls during that history class on the
enceming aller Dr, Kingwas killed.

Eacih of us (irds God in our cwn way,
By aspectal iy life has hean a mat-
ter of seeding God, of sepansting dark-
nesd from light This inclucles the die-
pression [ sullered when, Len years
aller gedting my bachelor's degree, all
the suppressed, unresobtved anger el at Smith-
Tiedel Tessgian B ke Pl ool rvee | i rasadhusstio] Mo
A in oy high sclonl clags, won a Mational Achisse-
menl Schalarehip and several other acadermic

Smithfield High
School closed ita
doors in 1060, it

turmed out Usal sorme White girls bad climbed up  smarter than the  prizes But noneof these were snnounced, though

and were hovering at the top of my stall, peering

every While scholarship winmer was aclknowl-

cover o oo i Twas the same color alloverorbhad e WWHITE Students, I edged publicly. 1 dont know what they thought

tail e e oliter Ak i oondinm Mt [ was ot

Lthree Black girls coukd do to therm; ab first we

Tully husmsan, As they mocked and tauated me, for didn’t stink, IWas  ewentevenaliowed toenroll inthesame classes.

the first time my compesure cracked. T hinke diown
in front af them. [wept with hot shame, which
meant o me thal [ had lost, that 1 had let down
Jacqueline and Pabricia and every Black person in
Sroithlield whio west Belting on the three of us.

Tz b lEatior did nol e thers, We endured
endlecs nigger jokes and rocles o al us fom
the back of the schond bus, Soomeone ooubd Bave gotten hurt—which
1% prol=ably wihy something snapped in me a couple of years Bler
wihen oy litlke brother and olher younger kids stared riding that
Tus. O mscrming & rock bt oo ol tee smaller Black childnen, and [
manched o te back of that bus. 1 don't remermber exactly wiat 1
seanic], Bl 1 et chvwmy moict. L v kil wibhs bl B dbunoowimy Uhed mocios
arnd beet thwem erowws yeow sicmply cionol Lhrony moches ala Gryear-old! 1
probabiby wiss a5 lall thenas Tam row, which is [bve-foot-nothi g amd
ol all indimidating, Kot cleardy | resched therm becauss after that,
the rock throwing esded.

A gimmilar ingcident oocurned in ey junioe year, arcund April 4, 1968,

not unkempt.
These were the
lies they told.”

Weale lunch ingether, but parily becaus: no ong
el vl eal wilh us. We endured so much in si-
lence. We didn't {ell our paremwls whal was hap-
perirgd b o, s they dicdnt press. We didn't even
lalk o one another about 1t until rmuch laler, We
dlitn’l wanl armyns o beel they had rmade a omis-
Lo szl g 1 oy Ll Wihile school.

50 ] pussbed clonwn all that arsger, witil vesars e i fomoed me nlo
therapy. Raiged & 1 had béen in a lienpely seli-reliant and faith-flled
tarmily, therapy at lirgl was incoacervable o me, and ehy need for an-
\lepresstan s during sl period wes o souneof sharme foravery loag
lime. Bul larm no enger astamed of that partof moy history, and Te
ok b dlepmsieed in 25years. [koow noe that in Gt you e for-
wand. During those dilficult, hand-imgghl vears at Smithfield High,
et T lesermed eraosl of all was Lo pray and kesp menving ey feel O
Rhonda Joy Melean, associsle peneral counsel bor Time Ine, is cochain
af the Mew York Wamen's Foundabion baand of direclors and & member of
The Links. She told her story bo Kalli Gray, who lives in New ork.
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